Paraperipatus keiensis n. sj). 

By 

R. Horst, (Leiden). 

During the Danish Expedition to the Kei -islands in 1922 Dr. 
Hj, Jensen collected on the „Goenoeng Daab“, Great Kei, at 
the height of about 300 m, some Peripatus-specimens, which were 
placed in my hands for identification. They proved to belong to the 
genus Paraperipatus and, though much resembling other species of this 
genus, found in Ceram, New Britain and New Guinea, they could 
not be identified with any of the species already described. There 
are 6 females and 4 males; the largest of the females has a 
length of 48 mm, whereas the males measure from 25 to 27 mm 
in length. As in Paraperipatus novae-britanniae Will.^) the ground- 
colour of the preserved animal is on the dorsal side black, dotted 
over with some distant, irregularly spread, brown spots, due to the 
colour of the basal part of the primary papillae; however in Paraper. 
novae-britanniae these spots are arranged in four rows, one on 
each side above the bases of the legs and another row on both sides 
of the black, median dorsal tract with segmental intensifications. 
Paraper. ceramensis Muir & Kersh is also provided with such 
spots, but they are much more numerous and densely crowded 
together. The skin of the Paraper, keyensis between two succeed- 
ing pairs of legs shows 6 to 7 large, transverse folds, alternating 
with narrower ones and set with a single row of brownish (dis- 
coloured?) primary papillae and a great number of small, dark- 
coloured, accessory ones. As in the other species of the genus there 
is in the median line of the dorsum a fine, white line in the middle of 
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a longitudinal black band. The ground-colour of the ventral side is 
greyish blue with a row of large, whitish (discoloured?) spots in the 
median line, between the base of each pair of legs; the pads of 
the legs are concolourous with the underside of the body. Of the 
females three have 25 and the other three 24 pairs of legs, whereas 
in the males the number of legs varies between 22 and 23, With 
regard to the number of legs P. keiensis much agrees with P. novae- 
britanniaCy which has 24 pairs in the $ , and 22 pairs in the 




Fig. 1. Inner jnw-hlade, X HO. — Fig. 2. Outer jaw-blacle, X 110. — Fig. 3. Dorsal 
view of the posterior end of the male, enlarged. 

c/'. Each leg has three spiniferous pads, the distal and the prox- 
imal one nearly of the same breadth, half as broad as the med- 
ian one; there are vestiges of a fourth one. The renal papil- 
lae of the 4th and 5th pairs of legs are connected with the middle 
of the proximal pad. The mouth is surrounded by a ring of bluish- 
white lobes, about seven on each side; they are wedge-shaped 
and set with spines. The inner jaw-blade besides the main tooth 
possesses eight accessory denticles, without diastema; this is a 
rather great number, also met with in P. sfrcsemanni Bouv.^), 

1) Zoolog. Mededeel. R. Museum Natuurl. Historic, Leiden, dl. Ill, 1D17, p. 263. 
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whereas the other species of the genus have a less quantity. The 
male genital orifice is situated on a small, conical projection, visible 
at the dorsal side, beneath the protruded efferent duct of the anal 
glands, that has a cylindrical appearance. The right uterus of a 
large female contained a nearly full-grown young, however not 
pigmented. The ovary was fixed to the body-wall almost on the 
level of the 1 4th pair of legs. The loop of the slime-glands ex- 
tends to the 10th pair of legs as in P. ceramensis. 

The specimens were found in the wood under stones and Fallen 
branches. 

The presence in the Kei-islands of a member of the genus 
ParaperipatuSy found in Ceram, New Britain and New Guinea,^) 
proves that the fauna of .these islands agrees more with that of 
the Indian region than with that of the Australian Continent. 

1) Log. cit. dl. VII, 1922. p. 113. 
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